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5

Statement of Significance

In Chapter 2 we explored the landscape character of the area and how this comprises a
diverse range of natural and cultural heritage and delivers a variety of ecosystem
services; then in Chapter 3 we looked at the people living and visiting the area and how
they accessed and valued heritage. In this chapter, we look at key designations that
indicate the national and international significance of the area, before distilling the
information in Chapters 2 and 3 into nine special qualities. The final section in this
chapter presents these special qualities in a summary statement.

5.1 National and International Significance – Key Designations
The importance of the diverse heritage of the area is acknowledged through a number of
designations:

5.1.1 National Park:
All of the scheme area is contained within the Lake District National Park which is in
the process of applying for status as a World Heritage Cultural Landscape. A decision
will be made in 2017. The three key themes of the bid are:
Identity
The acknowledged beauty of the Lake District is the result of thousands of years of
agricultural development of the spectacular natural landscape of mountains, valleys,
lakes and woodland. It is a cultural landscape of international significance.
Inspiration
The beauty of the Lake District inspired artists and writers of the Picturesque and
Romantic movements and generated ideas about landscape that have had global
influence.
Conservation
The Lake District has been enjoyed and valued by visitors for 250 years. Concern to
protect it was the inspiration for the birth of the conservation movement, including
the National Trust and protected areas including UK National Parks.
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Figure 1: Ancient Semi Natural and Ancient replanted woodlands in the scheme area.
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Figure 2: Designated biodiversity sites in the scheme area.
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5.1.2 Biodiversity:
The scheme area contains the core of a cluster of ancient semi-natural woodlands, one
of the most significant in northern England (See Figure 1 above). This includes
Yewbarrow Woods Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI), which is important for its western acid oak woodland, juniper
and stands of yew. Dodgson Wood SSSI, above the eastern shores of Coniston Water,
supports a rich and diverse composition of woodland types, including a small population
of small-leaved lime, thought to be a survivor or direct descendant of the original
wildwood established after the last ice age. This area is a stronghold of the species on
the northern edge of its natural range.
Wetland sites are also designated. Rusland Moss National Nature Reserve (NNR) and
SSSI, at the head of the Rusland Valley, forms the northern part of one of the few
remaining raised mires (peat bogs) in the country. The Rusland Pool estuary is part of
the Morecambe Bay SAC, Ramsar and Special Protected Area (SPA). In addition
there are 59 County Wildlife Sites noted for their woodland interest and 24 more
supporting a variety of grassland, mire, bog, and open water habitats. These designated
sites are shown in Figure 2 above.
The scheme area is rich in wildlife, particularly that which is associated with woodlands.
It supports 20 (43%) of the 46 UK non-marine habitats and around 112 (9%) of UK
species listed as being of principal importance in Section 41 of the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006. Many of the priority
habitats and species are reflected in the Cumbria Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP):
hedgerows, upland oak-woodland, hay meadows and lowland pastures, juniper, bats,
eels, red squirrels, high brown fritillary, pearl-bordered fritillary and netted carpet moth.

5.1.3 Historic Environment:
The area is rich in archaeology; the Lake District Historic Environment Record holds
564 records of sites within the scheme area, ranging from Bronze Age burial cairns to
World War II pillboxes. There are six Scheduled Monuments within the scheme area or
at its boundary: Stott Park Bobbin Mill; Stony Hazel Finery Forge; Low Wood Gun
Powder Works; the bridge at Newby Bridge and the Nibthwaite and Backbarrow Blast
Furnaces. The sixty listed buildings in the area include churches, country houses, farm
buildings, public houses, bridges, milestones, monuments and gate stoops. Most of
these designated sites are of an industrial nature and this archaeological legacy is a key
feature of the area. Designated sites are shown in Figure 3 below.
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Figure 3: Designated archaeological sites within the scheme area.
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5.2 Rusland Horizons Scheme Area Special Qualities
Designations reveal the universal importance of the area, but there is no doubt that the
Rusland Valley and Fells are a very special place for the people who live and work in the
area and who visit it. Using the special qualities of the Lake District National Park as a
starting point, together with the Landscape Character Assessment and the community
consultation described in Chapter 3, the Landscape Partnership has distilled what
people value about the Rusland Horizons scheme area into the following nine special
qualities:

5.2.1 Opportunities for Quiet Enjoyment

Figure 4: Contemplating the High Fells © N. Thorne, Bodian Photography

The tranquillity of the low fells with their extensive views, open valleys, shaded woodland
and sparse settlement gives a sense of space and freedom. Sited away from the
tourist honeypots of the National Park, the Rusland Valley and Fells offer people an
opportunity to enjoy nature in a peaceful location. It is a safe place to explore: it is
possible to feel remote, yet know that the nearest settlement is never far away. The lack
of development is especially important as it makes the historic environment more
apparent and people value its rural beauty and a night sky relatively free from light
pollution.
Both the enclosed woodlands, with their restricted views, and the open fells with their
panoramic vistas across to Morecambe Bay or the High Central Fells both exaggerate
the sense of isolation in different ways. As one interviewee said, ‘The calm scenery
refreshes the soul’. It provides important opportunities for spiritual refreshment: a
release from the pressures of modern life and a contrast to the noise and bustle
elsewhere. These are all vital components of the concept of quiet enjoyment and can be

5 Statement of Significance

Page: 118

RUSLAND HORIZONS Working a Lakeland Landscape

found in many places across the scheme area. The value of the landscape for spiritual
nourishment originated in the Romantic recognition of the capacity of landscape to
nurture and stimulate imagination, creativity and spirit.

5.2.2 Extensive Semi-Natural Woodlands

Figure 5: Rusland oak and bluebell woods. © T. Morris.

The semi-natural woodlands add texture, colour and variety to the landscape and some
are internationally important habitats. They provide a home for native animals and
plants, and define the character of the scheme area. The high rainfall favours woodlands
rich in Atlantic mosses and liverworts, ferns and lichens.
Wood pasture, orchards, pollards and old coppice woodland contain one of the greatest
concentrations of ancient trees in Europe and form a living record of past land use, part
of the rich historic working landscape. The woods have been used for centuries as a
source of raw materials for local industries. Coppiced wood was used for producing
charcoal which fuelled iron production from the medieval period until the 20th century. It
also provided the raw material for making bobbins for the Lancashire cotton industry.
Oak bark was used in tanneries into the late 19th century and oak swill baskets are a
traditional product of the area. Some of these traditional industries still survive and the
area’s woodland is increasingly valued for its significant carbon sequestration and
storage, erosion control and as a source of renewable woodfuel and wood products.
The market for woodfuel has expanded in recent years and this, together with woodland
regeneration schemes is helping to bring woodlands back into management and adding
a new generation of woodlands into the landscape.
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5.2.3 Wealth of Habitats and Wildlife

Figure 6: Rusland Mosses and Yewbarrow Woods (both SSSIs) from Rusland Heights. © T. Morris

The Rusland Horizons area supports a unique assemblage of wildlife and habitats and
the diversity of the landscape is key to its beauty and significance. The habitats which
we see today have been developing since the retreat of the glaciers 10,000 years ago
and are a response to a complex underlying geology, geomorphological processes,
altitude, climate and the history of human land management. The earliest human
influences on vegetation began in Neolithic times. Small areas of clearance are reflected
in the pollen record. Woodland industry modified the species composition of many of our
woodlands and clearance, cultivation and grazing developed grassland communities.
The low, rolling topography of the landscape with irregular and often rocky hills, hollows
and ridges has helped to increase the range of habitats.
In good condition, the habitats have an important role to play in regulating climate
change and water quality and flow (flooding). The extensive areas of semi natural
habitat can significantly contribute to the organic content and structure of soils, if land is
sustainably managed.
Many of the habitats and species found in the scheme area are recognised in their own
right for their biodiversity importance at a national level. In addition, some of the species
that occur here are of European importance.
The semi natural habitats provide corridors and stepping stones between the protected
sites in the area. Freshwater habitats include lakes, upland tarns and rivers. Vegetation
transitions from open low fell to valley bottom boast heather, bell heather and crossleaved heath, juniper scrub. Blanket bog and wet heath can also be found where
conditions allow. Upland oak wood survives in some places to the natural tree line and is
extensive in the valleys. On the valley bottoms, some upland hay meadows and
pastures reflect pastoral management.
Each of these habitats is represented by a suite of species, some of which are
considered to be particularly important. This may be because they are rare or scarce or
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because they are in decline and vulnerable to threat (or both). Examples include: raft
spider, European eel, high brown fritillary, small pearl-bordered fritillary, white letter
hairstreak and Duke of Burgundy butterflies; netted carpet moth, dormouse, red squirrel,
spotted flycatcher, wood warbler, hawfinch, bullfinch, tree pipit and soprano pipistrelle,
noctule and brown long-eared bats.

5.2.4 Rich Industrial Archaeology

Figure 7: Stoney Hazel Forge. © C. Barr.

This is a cultural landscape of considerable antiquity, which is particularly rich in
industrial archaeology. The industries represented utilised the natural resources of the
area – wood and water power, used to smelt iron, manufacture bobbins and gunpowder
and to drive a variety of mills and led to the development of the settlements here.
The Furness Fells have long been recognised as a centre for the early iron industry and
some sites in the area, such as Backbarrow ironworks, represent centuries of ironsmelting. Many of the woods in the scheme area have been coppiced for hundreds of
years in order, mainly, to produce the charcoal to smelt the iron or produce gunpowder,
but also to provide raw materials to the once significant bobbin, tanning, ship-building,
cooperage and swill-basket making industries.
The archaeological remains such as charcoal pits, bark peelers huts, bobbin mills,
bloomeries and blast furnaces are key landscape features which provide evidence of the
area’s dependence on its woodlands.
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5.2.5 Working Cultural Landscape

Figure 8: Harvest Time. © T. Morris.

The landscape is a fusion of natural features and human activity: the geography dictates
land use and accounts for the density of woodland in the area and its associated
industries; the high rainfall feeds the water courses which were harnessed to provide
power to those industries; while open fell has led to a distinctive communal farming
system. Local resources have strongly influenced the built environment and the wider
landscape, with local slate, limestone and granite featuring in buildings, bridges, walls
and gate stoops.
The exploitation of these natural resources together with industrial processing and the
accommodation of workers have had a significant impact on the shaping of the scheme
area landscape.
The pastoral system of in-bye, in-take, out-gang and open fell has evolved in the
scheme area, and throughout the Lake District, for over a thousand years. Its
continuation by today’s farmers maintains a unique farming legacy and contributes to the
mosaic of habitats in the scheme area. Field names, preserved on estate maps and
local memory, together with enduring evidence of field strips and stone walls are a key
characteristic of agricultural land use. Bethecar Common is an important farming asset
with a continuing tradition of hefted grazing and collective management.
The broadleaved woodlands have been coppiced for centuries, and the growing value
placed on woodfuel and products, together with an increasing concern for nature
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conservation means that coppicing has experienced a revival in recent years and the
scheme area is an important workplace for a number of coppice merchants and
apprentices. More commercialised forestry is a significant industry in the area; both the
Forestry Commission and Graythwaite Estate own and manage significant tracts of
woodland in the area for this purpose.
Farms and woodland have been created and managed by generations of farming and
forester families and continue to be maintained as a result of knowledge and skills
inherent in the local community. Now under threat, these skills also extend to the
management of the wider local environment, including traditional practices such as
hedge-laying, pollarding, dry-stone walling and construction with local building materials.

5.2.6 Distinctive Buildings and Settlement Character

Figure 9: Finsthwaite. © O. Osmotherly.

Throughout the scheme area, there is a distinctive settlement character comprising of
hamlets, villages, country houses, villas and isolated farmsteads.
The local architecture varies from the traditional vernacular buildings with related
characteristics to more formal, ‘polite’ architectural styles associated with Georgian,
Victorian and Edwardian period, including those from the Classical and Arts and Crafts
movements. Materials and details are a common link between contrasting building types
and styles. Local materials include building stones such as slate stone, limestone and
sandstone and Cumbrian slate. Finishes such as lime wash and details in dressed
sandstone, granite and limestone add variety and interest.
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Vernacular buildings have a simple functional character and often rugged appearance
using local materials, with some displaying varying degrees of modification to more
formal appearance. They come in a variety of distinctive forms, such as traditional
yeoman farmhouses, long houses and bank barns. There is also a distinctive range of
buildings associated with trade and industry, such as bobbin mills, a tannery, forges and
packhorse bridges. Local vernacular features include deep eaves, crow-stepped gables
and walling styles and are frequently a response to the harsh character of the local
climate and topography. The scheme area contains some fine examples of villa
architecture, following industrialisation in northern England and also by the arrival of the
railway in the mid-19th century. Villa development, in styles fashionable at the time, was
frequently designed to respond to and even modify the landscape and epitomise an era
of power and wealth, yet with increasing concern with art, aesthetics and quality of life,
also expressed through the works of writers and artists such as John Ruskin and Beatrix
Potter.
The place-names of the scattered ‘thwaite’ hamlets suggest Norse settlement across the
area. They are one of the most enduring historical legacies and now form part of the
distinctive settlement character. The network of dry stone walls, hedgerows, lanes,
footpaths and the surviving field patterns form a visual and historic link between
settlement and countryside. The survival of a dispersed network of vernacular farm
building groups, often relatively unaltered by more recent development, is an important
component of this special quality.

5.2.7 Strong Local Communities

Figure 10: Rusland Show. © D. Kidwell.
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The character of the area’s cultural landscape has evolved slowly over many centuries
and will continue to evolve into the future under the influence of the knowledge and skills
of the local community.
The people who live and work within the Rusland Horizons boundaries share a strong
sense of community which is shown by the number of traditions they maintain and
initiatives they generate to sustain and develop local assets.
Many farming families can trace their ties to the landscape over hundreds of years and
the social and cultural elements of the pastoral system are still evident today in
agricultural shows, local dialects and long-established family surnames (sometimes
linked with minor place names).
Village Halls are supported and used for a diverse range of activities from film
screenings to scout sleepovers; the Rusland Show is now in its 126th year and local
interest groups have an active social calendar. Funds are raised to restore local
buildings and hold community events.
These community activities which thrive within Rusland Horizon’s boundaries create
enormous pride in the area, strong personal bonds and a culture of helping others. The
cultural and natural heritage of the area is highly valued by the people who work and live
in the area and the impetus for the Landscape Partnership came from this community.

5.2.8 A Source of Cultural Inspiration

Figure 11: Artwork at Grizedale. © G. Watson
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The Rusland Valley and Fells area is a distinctive wooded and pastoral landscape of
harmonious beauty which has inspired generations of writers and artists.
The influence of Picturesque aesthetics led to the physical embellishment of the
landscape through construction of villas and gardens, designed landscapes and planting
schemes such as Graythwaite Hall gardens. The Romantic Movement transformed this
into a new and influential view of the relationship between humans and landscape. This
included the possibility of a sustainable relationship between humans and nature, the
value of landscape for restoring the human spirit and the intrinsic value of scenic and
cultural landscape. This was fundamental to the formation and sharing of globally
important ideas of the need to protect such landscapes. John Ruskin was a key 19th
century writer and artist associated with the scheme area. The local landscape was a
source of inspiration for 20th century writers and artists including Arthur Ransome, David
Nash and Andy Goldsworthy and is nurtured today and for the future through the agency
of various organisations including the Brantwood Trust, Grizedale Arts, Forest Art Works
and the National Trust.

5.2.9 Opportunities for Outdoor Recreation

Figure 12: Walker at High Dam. © N. Thorne, Bodian Photography

The area provides opportunities for a variety of sporting and recreational activities on
land and water. The historic network of roads, tracks and paths, together with open
access to the fells makes the area popular with walkers seeking solitude. The forest
trails and bridleways are increasingly popular with cyclists. Outdoor centres, based on
the shores of Windermere and Coniston, offer programmes to a diverse range of visiting
groups. Kayaking is popular along the lakeshore and on the Rivers Leven and Crake.
Jetties at Lakeside, Brantwood, Water Park and, in the near future, YMCA Lakeside,
provide entry points for people accessing the area by boat.
The history of tourism can be traced back to the Picturesque fascination with the Lake
District landscape and its potential for aesthetic experiences. The steamers on lakes
Windermere and Coniston and the coming of the Haverthwaite and Lakeside Railway in
the 19th century opened up the edges of the scheme area to tourism and were the
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catalyst for a tradition of tourism which continues today. As with the commerce of
previous centuries, tourism takes advantage of the land and its resources but the
industry now recognises its responsibility for sustaining rather than exploiting the assets
that make the area attractive. The opportunities for outdoor recreation must be carefully
managed to ensure that they do not diminish the other special qualities of the scheme
area.

5.3 Summary of Rusland Horizons’ Special Qualities
1.

Opportunities for Quiet Enjoyment
The tranquillity of the low fells with their
extensive views, open valleys, shaded
woodland and sparse settlement gives a
sense of space and freedom. ‘The calm
scenery refreshes the soul’.

Sited away from the tourist honeypots of
the National Park, the Rusland Horizons
area offers people an opportunity to enjoy
nature in a safe, peaceful, location. The
lack of development makes the historic
environment more apparent and people value its rural beauty. Both the enclosed
woodlands, with their limiting views, and the open fells with their wide views across to
Morecambe Bay or the High Central Fells both exaggerate the sense of isolation in
different ways.
Examples: a night sky relatively free from light pollution, open spaces on Bethecar Moor
with views across Coniston Water to Coniston Old Man, and intimate woodland clearings
in the Rusland Valley.

2.

Extensive Semi-Natural Woodlands
Semi-natural woodlands add texture, colour
and variety to the landscape and are a
haven for wildlife. Wood pasture, orchards,
pollards and old coppice woodland contain
one of the greatest concentrations of
ancient trees in Europe and form a living
record of past land use.
Woodlands have provided a source of raw
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materials for local industries and crafts for centuries. They are increasingly valued for
carbon sequestration and storage, as a source for renewable woodfuel, and timber and
craft products.
Examples: Great Knott Wood, Dodgson Wood (SSSI), Stony Hazel Wood.

3.

Wealth of Habitats and Wildlife

The rich mosaic of habitats provides
important regulating ecosystem services
which help to mitigate the effects of climate
change. Habitats include upland oak
woodland, upland and lowland hay
meadows and upland flushes, lowland
raised bog, fens, mosses and rivers.
Species associated with these habitats include many under threat including raft spider,
European eel, high brown fritillary, small pearl-bordered fritillary, white letter hairstreak
and Duke of Burgundy butterflies; netted carpet moth, dormouse, red squirrel, spotted
flycatcher, wood warbler, soprano pipistrelle, noctule and brown long-eared bats.
Examples: Yewbarrow Woods, Rusland Moss and Hay Bridge Nature Reserve, and
Bethecar Moor.

4.

Rich Industrial Archaeology
This is a cultural landscape of considerable
antiquity, which is particularly rich in
industrial archaeology and provides
evidence of the area’s dependence on its
woodlands.

These industries utilised the natural
resources of the area – wood and water
power, used to smelt iron, manufacture
bobbins and gunpowder and to drive a variety of mills and led to the development of the
communities here.
Examples: Stott Park Bobbin Mill, Backbarrow Ironworks, forges at Stoney Hazel and
Cunsey, the Rusland Tannery, numerous potash kilns; charcoal burning platforms and
woodland huts.
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5.

Working Cultural Landscape
The landscape reflects a long history of
settlement, agriculture and woodland
industry, including an evolved communal
farming system and coppice coupes and
forestry plantation still in use today.

It is a fusion of natural landscape and
human activity: buildings and landscape
features utilise local raw materials; the
geography dictates land use and accounts
for the density of woodland in the area; water courses have been harnessed to provide
power to a variety of industries. The land has been managed for generations and
continues to be maintained as a result of knowledge and skills inherent in the local
community.
Examples: Bethecar Moor (common land), Moss and Heights Spring Woods, local
quarry sites such as Stockbird Head, dry stone and shard walls, High Dam and Cunsey
Beck Forge.

6.

Distinctive Buildings and Settlement Character
There is a distinctive settlement character
comprising of hamlets, villages, country
houses and isolated farmsteads.

Characterised by vernacular buildings of a
simple functional character, often rugged in
appearance and using local materials, the
area is also home to fine examples of villa
architecture. Place names and the network
of dry stone walls, hedgerows, and lanes
reveal a long established connection with the landscape.
Examples: the ‘thwaite’ settlements; Nibthwaite, Finsthwaite, Satterthwaite,
Ickenthwaite and Haverthwaite, also Brantwood, Graythwaite Hall, Abbot Park Farm,
High Ickenthwaite Farm, Pennington Lodge Tower, Rook How Meeting House.
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7.

Strong Local Communities
Communities with a strong sense of local
identity and responsibility: people working
together to sustain and develop local
heritage assets and traditions. Minor place
names such as Pennington Intake and Rigg
Wood reveal the links between local families
and the landscape.

Village Halls are supported and used for a
diverse range of activities from film
screenings to scout sleepovers; the Rusland Show is now in its 126th year and local
interest groups have an active social calendar. The impetus for the Landscape
Partnership came from this community
Examples: Rusland Valley Horticultural Society (hosts Rusland Spring Show and
Rusland Show), Oxen Park Cinema Club, Bouth Village Green Committee, Finsthwaite
and Lakeside Village Hall, Rusland and Satterthwaite Church communities and the
Rusland Valley Community Trust.

8.

A Source of Cultural Inspiration
The Rusland Horizons area is distinctive
wooded and pastoral landscape of
harmonious beauty which has inspired
generations of writers and artists.
Their works have influenced changes in the
relationship between humans and the
landscape, including recognising the value
of landscape for spiritual refreshment and
personal development.

Examples: Ruskin’s ‘Proserpina’; Ransome’s ‘Swallows and Amazons’; Brantwood and
its connections with Ruskin, Collingwood and other eminent Victorian academics and
reformers; George Romney; Grizedale Forest, the original home of The Grizedale
Society (now Grizedale Arts) and current home to Forest Art Works, with works by David
Nash and Andy Goldsworthy.
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9.

Opportunities for Outdoor Recreation
The area provides opportunities for a variety
of sporting and recreational activities.
Outdoor centres, based on the shores of
Windermere and Coniston, offer
programmes to a diverse range of visiting
groups.

The forest trails and bridleways are popular
with mountain-bikers and the secluded
woods and open fells are favoured by
walkers seeking solitude. Kayaking is popular along the lakeshore and on the Rivers
Leven and Crake. Jetties at Lakeside, Brantwood, Water Park and, in the near future,
YMCA Lakeside, provide entry points for people accessing the area by boat.
Examples: Grizedale Forest, YMCA Lakeside, Rusland Heights open access land,
Regional Cycle Route 37 along Coniston Water’s east shore.
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